
Welcome to the Roslyn High School Library!

HOURS    7:30 AM - 4:30 PM
If you have any questions about citations, databases, or general 

research, please come to the library 

(You can make an appointment, or just stop in!)

For links to any Library presentation, 
visit the Library Website 



Historical Fiction 

Research



“The thing that most attracts me to 
historical fiction is taking the 
factual record as far as it is known, 
using that as scaffolding, and then 
letting imagination build the 
structure that fills in those things 
we can never find out for sure.” 

- Geraldine Brooks



Historical Research  

Overview
Print 
● History Section - 900s
Databases

● ABC-CLIO American History (RHS Library)
● Daily Life through History (Bryant Library)
● New York Times (1851 to date)(Bryant Library)
● U.S. History in Context
● Library of Congress

Website Credibility



Print books - Research the “old-school” way!

Print Research
● 973 United States
● 974 Northeastern United States (New England & Middle 

Atlantic states)
● 975 Southeastern United States (South Atlantic states)
● 976 South central United States
● 977 North central United States
● 978 Western United States
● 979 Great Basin & Pacific Slope region of United States

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northeastern_United_States#History


Library Home Page (location: Academic Center tab)
Online Subscription Databases 



Databases Page: Scroll Down



Roslyn High School Database Subscriptions:
Database ABC-CLIO- Ancient World History



ABC - CLIO is Password Protected. 
See the username/password sheet.  

USERNAME:
rhslibrary

PASSWORD:
bulldogs







Bryant Library 
“Guest” barcodes 
are located on the 
Libguide sheet

21490000000001
21490000000002
21490000000003

9 zeros



Check out 
the 
“Research 
Tools” on 
the left side 
of the 
Bryant 
Library 
Home Page



Choose the “History” tab





Login 
using  
your 
Bryant 
Library 
Card 
Number
OR  the 
Bryant 
Guest 
barcode:
o





Scroll Through the 
Topics 



Overview of the Topic 



Background info on character’s everyday life  



Historical 
newspaper 
articles are 
a window 
into the 
past. 

What can it 
tell you 
about the 
time 
period?



Search for your topic - Searching in the past-- 
Think carefully about your search terms

Newspapers contain articles, historical photos, 
drawings, maps, charts, and advertisements



Use the 
Bryant 
History 
Databases 
including:

 U.S. History 
Collection, 
U.S. History 
in Context, 
and World 
Book 
Timelines to 
help you. 



This database features reference materials, 
primary sources, audio & video clips, and 
academic journal articles



Once you 
choose an 
article, the 
“Tools” 
box 
allows 
you to 
highlight, 
take 
notes, 
save, 
email, 
download, 
print, and 
cite!



Please 
don’t 
forget to 
cite your 
sources!



Library of Congress is not a Subscription Database. It is a free government 
website database containing primary sources.  www.loc.gov



Images and video clips are excellent sources for historical fiction writers.



We know the Library of Congress is 
a reliable website. 

Government institutions such as historical societies and 
museums will have valuable and authentic audio-visual, 
primary sources, and print information about your time 
period.
 



Evaluating Websites



Websites can be credible and reliable resources. 



However, there are 
also websites that 
are questionable. 
Some contain 
mistakes, 
intentional lies, 
some are biased, 
or are just hoaxes.





The Internet is Free for All to Contribute...
Good and Bad



How do you know if a website is credible?

There are a few ways to check for signs that a 
website is credible and reliable. 

The following are tips to spot false, misleading, 

clickbait-y, biased websites and “fake news” 

stories.



Look at the URL!
Proceed with caution. Is it a 
business? Question the intent. 
Is it trying to influence you?

.com 

.net

.mobi

.us

Safe: regulated, 
edited, vetted

.gov

.edu

.mil

.ac.uk

.gov.uk

.org
Proceed with 
caution: It’s 
supposed to be for 
non-profit 
organizations, but 
that rule was never 
enforced.

You want to give this 
domain scrutiny. 
pbs.org
redcross.org
schools.org
craigslist.org  ?!!

.info

.biz

.store

.co.uk



Read the website’s “About” page. Was it created experts in the field? 

Research the website to see if it has been featured or cited by other 
trusted sources.

Ask:   Who created this website?



Ask: Who wrote the article?

You can’t rely on something when you don’t 
even know who wrote it. 
Most articles found on credible 
websites list an author and his 
or her bio and contact 
information.



Check the Expiration Date! 
Look for the date! 

The World Wide Web (Internet) has been 
around since 1989. That means that 
information you find could be nearly 30 
years old. Make sure the website has been 
updated recently. 



If the article isn’t dated, scroll down to the bottom of the website and 
check the date.



Beware of Bloggers!

 Avoid:

Wordpress
Blogger
Wix
Weebly
Squarespace
GoDaddy
Sitebuilder

Also, some news outlets let bloggers post 
on their sites: BuzzFeed Community 
Posts, Kinja blogs, Forbes blogs, WSJ 
blogs etc. Many of these posts do not go 
through the same editing process as their 
main website articles.

Often, bloggers 
do not write 
impartial 
articles.
Many bloggers 
share their 
opinions. 



Watch out for a site that presents only one 
side of a contentious issue.

Think about it!!
If an article or site 
makes you really 
angry, or you 
agree with it 
100%, it may be 
slanted or biased.



The article 
should have 
citations 
and/or 
clickable 
links to 
credible 
sources. 



Look for more than 
one website reporting 
on the story or issue. 

Use multiple 
sources for 
varied 
perspectives.



Reasons not to cite Wikipedia 

● Authors unknown
● Vandalism
● Little diversity among 

contributors
● Volunteer editors’ 

numbers are declining
● Wikipedia tells its users 

not to trust Wikipedia 
Wikipedia says, “We do not 
expect you to trust us.”



Things to remember:

● URL (.com  .org   .edu)
● Author and “About” page
● Date of webpage 
● Slants, biases, opinions, persuasive writing
● Websites that want to sell you something
● Citations and links to credible sources
● Find more than one source on the same topic for a 

variety of viewpoints
● Wikipedia is a questionable site. 


